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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Girls SP School 

 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
Welcome back! I sincerely hope you were able to spend some quality time with your daughters. I say this knowing 
how quickly these childhood years disappear!  
 
This week our Senior Prep Classes have been away on tour and I’d like to thank all our teachers who gave up their 
family time to accompany our girls. Mr Royce and I visited the Gr 5 and Gr 4 camps on Wednesday and Thursday 
and the girls were certainly loving every second of the experience. 
 
I would also like to thank our Maintenance team, namely: John Mabvira, Boni Dikotla, Eddie Maeteletja, Plaki 
Ramonyai, Shepard Masocha and Patrick Makebe for the work they did during the holidays.  
 
This week we continue with our 10 year count down from Mr Royce: 

  
                                                       2009 – by GREG ROYCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I had always felt that the quality of the singing was so good that it deserved to be supported by an organ.  The 

magnificent swelling sounds would do justice to the voices. 

As appealing as the idea was, it was equally improbable.  There was the question of cost and the all too practical 

absence of an organist on the staff.   

Then along came Vaughan Van Zyl. Finding a replacement for the previous Director of Music, Gillian Koller, proved 

to be a good deal more difficult than anticipated.  Two rounds of interviews with a panel, including directors of 

music from prestigious schools, PhDs and even university staff had not yielded the right mix of musical knowledge, 

choir expertise or the level of enthusiasm that we required.  Vaughan’s name surfaced when I resorted to phoning 

heads of schools around the country.  He had been a choirmaster at the Drakensberg Choir School and was then 

Director of Music and Theatre at the University of Johannesburg. 

When I shared the dream of a Chapel organ with Vaughan, he was equally enthusiastic.  In no time at all, he had 

established a Choir Committee and set them the task of raising funds.  Through his astonishing national musical 
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The school Chapel was built in 1980.  In recalling the school, most Old Boys and 

parents from the ensuing era cannot separate the Chapel from their memories.  It 

has become such an integral part of life, each day starting there with the 

announcements of pupils’ achievements, the Bishop’s visits, Heads’ installations, 

baptisms and first communions.  Music was very much a part of these occasions, as 

the school recognised its great importance.  
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network, news began to filter in about available organs.  Our excitement took some body blows when we were 

made aware of the cost of these intricate and complex instruments.  We lowered our sights and began to look for 

churches that were being demolished.  Despite the big numbers mentioned, the enthusiasm of the Choir Committee 

never wavered and the sale of gluhwein, tickets to performances and donations ensured a steady inflow of funds.   

Eventually word came of a church to be demolished in Port Elizabeth and Vaughan set off to assess the soon to be 

‘homeless organ’.   

The purchase was confirmed and as we waited for delivery, the reality of our decision set in:  the organ pipes could 

not be accommodated in the Chapel!  We would have to build a chamber to accommodate these.  Various designs 

had square structures attached, at various points, to the Chapel.  The exercise became a quest to hide an ugly, squat 

structure, as best we could. When it became apparent that no amount of clever placement would prevent the 

bunker-like structure from contaminating the simple architectural lines of the Chapel, it was time to think beyond 

the box. 

A bell tower would not only conceal the organ pipe chamber, but would make the Chapel look like a real Chapel.  

Naturally, the cost was much greater and it took some convincing of Council.  They, of course, wanted to know from 

whence the bells would come.  I had no answer for this, other than to say, we would leave it up to God.   

Designing and constructing the bell tower provided another challenge.  The dimensions had to allow for all the pipes 

and possible future extensions, as well as a blower and sufficient space to be able to perform maintenance in 

comfort.  Access also had to be provided to the top and the whole structure designed to be able to carry the 

substantial weight of a ring of bells, if these ever materialised in the future.  In the absence of local experts, we 

received assistance from Bell Ringers Associations in the UK, as well as the owner of a foundry in Whitechapel, 

London.  Windows had to be carefully sited to promote acoustics without interfering with the architectural integrity 

of the building.  The design was completed by a parent, Tessa Makins, who lovingly supervised its construction.   

The last touch was the conceptualisation and design of the stained-glass windows, one of which was also lovingly 

made and donated by a parent, Michele Basson.  The stained-glass windows reflect themes in the school:   

 The Madonna and Child, emphasising the importance of mothers in our lives and the nurture that 
characterises the school. 

 The Crosses – a depiction of different crosses symbolising the many facets of Christianity and particularly of 

Celtic Christianity. 

 The Bells (which came much later) representing the many different bells playing a role in school life (lunch, 

boarders, the Lettie Bell, etc.) 

The significance of each window is explained in a granite plaque beside the door at the entrance to the bell tower.      

 

Photos from 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church organ was installed in 2009.                                      The bell tower was completed in 2009. 
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2009 Nativity Play                    Teachers as ‘101 Dalmatians’ during Book Week! 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thabo Magomola serves little Tumi (Gr 0)                              Cassie Bongers and Catherine Schlebusch – Grade 0s! 
on Dads’ Hot Dog Day!                
 
Have a good weekend. 

Darrel Webb (Headmaster) 
 

 
CAR PARK ETIQUETTE 
 
The safety of our children is of the utmost importance to us. When driving around the campus, particularly through the 
car park where the girls walk, please be reminded of the following: 
 

 Be courteous and considerate towards pedestrians and other drivers. 

 Park only in designated spaces, not in the ‘Drop off’ zone. 

 Be aware of children crossing. 

 Speed limit on the property is strictly 20 km per hour. 

 Take care not to obstruct people looking for parking places while you wait for a space to become available. 
 

Darrel Webb 
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SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 

Welcome to the final term of 2016! This term, we will mainly be focusing on athletics, with our Sports Day being 
on Saturday, 8 October (Please diarise this date.) The final, Prestige athletics meeting will be on 28 October. We 
will then move into swimming for the remainder of the term, although we will not be competing in galas. We do, 
however, have some other fun activities planned for the girls, along with the Inter-house relay gala at the end of 
the term. A reminder that all girls are required to attend all sports lessons and that they should all avail themselves 
for Friday afternoon athletics and swimming events. 
 

The weather is substantially warmer already so all girls are reminded to come to sports lessons with a water bottle 

and their hats. They should also be applying sun block before and during school to ensure they are protected. 
 

See the School Communicator under the Resources tab for sports notifications. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Liz Ashmore  
(Director of Sport) lashmore@stpeters.co.za 
 

 

STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES & GRADE 3 PARENT CONSULTATIONS 
 

Parent consultations are scheduled for Tuesday, 13 September from 14:30 to 19:00 and Wednesday, 14 September 

from 14:30 to 17:00. This is an opportunity for Grade 4 – 7 parents, and their daughters, to meet with the various 

members of staff in order to discuss their academic progress and areas of growth. Grade 3 Parent/Teacher 

consultations do not involve the girls, but these appointments happen on the same afternoons.  

 

Each appointment is scheduled for ten minutes. If you feel that a longer period of time is required, please make an 

alternative arrangement directly with the teacher concerned. 

 

The link to the teachers’ booking forms will be sent to the various grades shortly.  

 

Tea will be served outside the hall.  

 

Venues: 

Grade 3 and 4 - meetings will take place in the girls’ classrooms  

Grade 5 - 7 discussions will take place in the Royce Hall.  

 

Pam van Gass 

(Deputy Head) 

 

 

CULTURALS ON TUESDAY, 13 SEPTEMBER 
 

There will be no ‘Culturals’ for the girls next Tuesday, 13 September as many of the teachers will be involved with 

the Parent Consultations. A staff member will be available to supervise girls who are here for the afternoon. Grade 

4 – 7 girls will, of course, join their parents in the student-led conferences. 

 

Cathy Linnell 

(H.O.D. Science and Additional Culture & Learning) 

 

mailto:lashmore@stpeters.co.za
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TALK: THE LEGAL, DISCIPLINARY AND REPUTATIONAL RISKS OF SOCIAL MEDIA – 
MONDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER 
 
Owing to the social pressures and demands facing our children today we, as parents, need to be made fully aware 
of the potential hazards related to Social Media. We are very fortunate to have Lizzie Harrison coming to present 
to our parents on Monday, 12 September at 18:30, in the Royce Hall, on the legal, disciplinary and reputational 
risks of Social Media.   
Lizzie’s presentation will cover the following points: 

 The Social Media landscape in South Africa 

 The legal considerations of using Social Media, including defamation, privacy, hate speech and intellectual 
property 

 Sexting 

 Cyberbullying and harassment 

 The disciplinary consequences of using Social Media (Can you be expelled from school?) 

 Personal reputation management on Social Media (Can your online content compromise potential 
scholarships, admission to university and future employment?) 

 Online safety 

 
Lizzie Harrison was born in England and qualified in medicine at Cambridge University. She specialised in 
Paediatrics.  Emma Sadleir and Lizzie met through their love of horses and decided to work as a team. Lizzie is 
particularly interested in children, from her time spent studying child psychology and development and working 
with children in the hospital setting. Emma and Lizzie have written a book together. 
 
Cara Eggett (HOD: Pastoral Care) 
 

 

HOTDOG DAY AND CIVVIES DAY: 16 SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

We would like to support Christ Church Christian Care Centre, a safe haven for 60 orphaned children and ask that 

for the privilege of wearing civvies, our children please bring a tin of food. 

 

 

 

It is also Bandana Day/ Sunflower Day and the children are welcome to wear bandanas, with their civvies, on that 

day. The bandanas can be purchased at any Pick n Pay shop and children can wear them to school on Civvies Day. 

 

Richard Wossler (Chaplain) 

 

 

CARTRIDGE COLLECTION ON HOT DOG DAY: 16 SEPTEMBER 
 

Please remember to bring in your cartridges. There will be a collection point (big green and white cardboard boxes) 
throughout the day for empty ink cartridges in the Chapel car park.  There are permanent collection points at both 
the Boys Senior and Junior Prep and Girls School reception areas.  

Thank you for your continuing support this year!  
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COMMUNICATION SURVEY 
 

If you have not yet answered the short communication survey, please do so. Results are being compiled on Monday. 

We would really appreciate your feedback as we are always striving to improve! 

https://goo.gl/forms/Au3GXxKFkiBKkTEw2 

 

Jean Macleod (Marketer) 
 

 

LIBRARY 
 

HELPING HANDS 

 

A belated, but huge thank you to the moms who helped in so many ways during our Book Week at the end of last 

term. 

 

The activities were thoroughly enjoyed by the girls, particularly the hot chocolate and popcorn after the high energy 

output on the last day. 

 

Jenny Hugo 

(Librarian) 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Carols: 3 December 2016 at 18:00 

Christmas Market from 14:00 

We look forward to another fabulous evening together. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://goo.gl/forms/Au3GXxKFkiBKkTEw2
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ST PETER’S COLLEGE OPEN DAY – SATURDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 
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QUOTATION 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING WEEK 
 

 
    
 
                

Monday 12/09/2016 08:00:00 09:00:00 Redhead Afrikaans Play (Grade 3) JP Hall

Monday 12/09/2016 09:30:00 10:30:00 Redhead Afrikaans Play (Grade 4-7) Royce Hall

Monday 12/09/2016 18:30:00 19:30:00 Social Media Presentation to Parents Royce Hall

Tuesday 13/09/2016 09:30:00 10:00:00 DSG talk to Grade 5&6 girls Royce Hall  

Tuesday 13/09/2016 14:30:00 19:00:00 Parent Consultations Royce Hall & Classrooms 

Wednesday 14/09/2016 REMINDER: COLLECTION FOR CHAPEL TOMORROW

Wednesday 14/09/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 Uplands College talk to Grade 5&6 girls Royce Hall  

Wednesday 14/09/2016 14:30:00 17:00:00 Parent Consultations Royce Hall & Classrooms 

Thursday 15/09/2016 13:30:00 16:30:00 Tennis Matches Home/Away

Friday 16/09/2016 HOT DOG AND CIVVIES DAY Bring a tin of food

Friday 16/09/2016 18/09/2016 06:00:00 06:00:00 Tennis Tour leaves (Grade 6 & 7) Chapel Car Park 

Friday 16/09/2016 13:30:00 16:30:00 Athletics Meeting (Grade 3-7) St Stithians 

Sunday 18/09/2016 18:00:00 18:00:00 Tennis Tour Returns Chapel Car Park 


