
 
 

 
   Unsubscribe    l      Contact +27 11 367 6617       redmed@stpeters.co.za  

 

 1  

Dear Parents, 

FROM THE RECTOR 
The spectre of racism, which arose so powerfully at the end of last year, constitutes a disheartening reminder of how 
little progress we have made in uniting as a nation since 1994.   
 
I often think that as South Africans, one of our most limiting characteristics is that we do not know how to listen.  We 
listen to respond rather than to understand.  This is why, for me, the Parent Transformation Meeting held the week 
before last was so important.  It provided the first real opportunity for people, with different life experiences, to listen 
respectfully to each other.  The honesty with which the stories were told provided an atmosphere in which people felt 
free to express their fears, however tentatively.  It constituted a very special start to a critical journey in our community 
as a microcosm of the country. 
 
Not everyone in our country has yet to overcome the challenges facing us.  During the holidays Pam and I spent time in 
the Cederberg.  While in Clanwilliam, I couldn’t resist the opportunity to visit the 200-odd year old Anglican Church of the 
Parish of St John the Evangelist.  When I peeked inside the door I was greeted by the sight of a group of elderly ladies 
(even older than me) sitting in a circle before the altar.  They were engaged in a Bible study.  The group comprised white, 
coloured and black women.  There was spirited debate, relating the Bible text to the very similar experiences of their very 
different lives in a building so closely related to the era of Colonialism and the domination of a particular language group.  
These ladies did not need to destroy anything to find understanding or common threads in their lives.   
 
As I quietly withdrew, their invitation floated across the pews, “Wil jy nie by ons aansluit nie, Meneer?”  
 
Questions for the Rector: 
If anyone wishes any further information on any topic, please feel free to contact me at school or at 
(sheald@stpeters.co.za) MF C-N 

Greg Royce 

 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Please keep the Melvill-Smith family in your thoughts and prayers as they mourn the passing of Greg, husband to Kenda 
and father of Kaila and Natasha.  Greg was a special part of the St Peter’s family and presented at our Staff Training 
Session in January.  Greg’s presentation on “positive psychology” epitomised the manner in which he lived his own life.  
He will be fondly remembered by the St Peter’s Community. 
 

May his Soul 
And the Souls of all the Faithfully Departed 

Rest in Peace 
And Rise in Glory 

Amen 
Rob Macaulay 

 

FROM THE JUNIOR PREP 
BUILDING RESILIENCE IN OUR CHILDREN 
Yesterday we were fortunate to have Wendy Wentzel, our resident Educational Psychologist, speak to parents about 
building resilience.  As we know fear is the emotion that drives us to prevent our children from developing real 
opportunities to develop resilience.  Fear of danger, adversity, failure, trauma, tragedy and real environmental threats.  
Our fear leads us to over-protect and disempower our children, creating more emotionally dependent children.  Wendy 
cautioned parents and gave them some very helpful guidelines to creating resilient children.  These included: 

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE 
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 Connecting with their children and giving them a sense of belonging 

 Establishing a moral framework 

 Creating competence and teaching skills in as many areas as possible 

 Growing their confidence in knowing how to handle situations effectively 

 Building self-esteem through knowing that they can make a positive contribution 

 Giving them a sense of personal control 

 Not accommodating every need and avoiding eliminating all risks 

 Teaching them to problem solve 

 Avoiding why questions – rather asking how 

 Not providing all the answers and avoiding talking in catastrophic terms 

 Letting your children make mistakes and helping them manage their emotions 

 Modelling resilience to our children through our own behaviours 
 

MUSIC: JUNIOR CHOIR FESTIVAL – WEDNESDAY, 8 JUNE 
The Junior Choir festival will take place on Wednesday, 8 June at 18:30 in Royce Hall (Girls Senior Prep School).  Please 
note that this is compulsory for all Grade 2 Choir boys. Entrance is free and all are welcome.  On the evening our Grade 2 
Choir boys must be at Royce Hall by 17:20 for a quick warm up and also to practice the mass item.  Uniform: school 
tracksuit with white takkies.  On Tuesday morning, 7 June, we will join the Cadet choir for a short practise.  Grade 2 Choir 
boys must meet Mrs van Wyk outside Dodson Hall at 7:20.  Thank you. 
Sandra van Wyk – Junior Prep Music 

 
GOLDEN MOMENT 
A Grade 1 teacher told her boys to put their shoes on before going to Chapel.  One boy asked another why they had to 
wear shoes.  The reply: “Perhaps the Chapel floor is dirty!” 
 

LOST 
A Hulk toy belonging to Rourke Plaxton-Harrison in Grade 0H is missing.  It is quite a big figurine, about 10cm in height 
and 7cm in width.  It disappeared from his school bag during the First Term.  If you know of its whereabouts please 
contact Nicole on 084 840 1622.  Thank you. 
  
Have a good weekend and enjoy the Fun Run & Walk on Sunday. 
 
Warm regards, 
Junior Prep Team    

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Sunday 05 June 
8:30               St Peter’s Fun Run & Walk 

Monday 06 June 
13:10-14:00  Grade 1 Clubs 
13:00-13:45  Grade 2 Sport 

Tuesday 07 June 
8:30               DCS lesson 
13:00-13:45 Grade 1 Sport 
13:10-14:00 Grade 2 Clubs 

Wednesday 08 June 
8:00              Chapel  (birthdays 06 - 12 June)      
9:00/10:00  Honey Bees & Hives production for JP boys 
13:00-13:30 Grade 2 Choir 
13:00-13:45 Grade 1 optional Sport 
18:30            Junior Choir Festival – Royce Hall (Girls Senior Prep) 

Thursday 09 June 
13:00-14:00 Grade 2 Sport 

Friday  10 June 
Hot Dog Day (R20) please remember to bring ink cartridges 
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FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD AND DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY 
Ramadaan and Eid 
Our Muslim pupils, friends and families will be observing Ramadaan, the month-long fast, starting Tuesday, 7 June (subject to the 
sighting of the moon) until 6 July. The annual fast is considered one of the five “pillars” of Islam.  The fast is from sunrise to sunset, the 
evenings being spent enjoying family and community meals, engaging in prayer and spiritual reflection, and reading from the Holy 
Book, the Quran.  Muslims are encouraged to read verses from the Quran and reflect on God’s guidance.  At the end of the month of 
Ramadaan, a three-day holiday known as Eid al-Fitr is enjoyed. 
St Peter’s wishes all Muslim families well over Ramadaan and extends its best wishes for the joyous celebration of Eid. 

 
Environmental News 
Please observe and discuss the importance of greening and saving the planet.  The following important days are being observed: 

5 June   World Environment Day –“Join the race to make the world a better place” 
8 June   World Oceans Day 

 
MySchool Card Competition 
St Peter’s is currently the LEADER IN ITS CATEGORY (Visit myschool.co.za/winr100k).   
The School stands the chance of winning R100 000 and you stand a chance to win a R50 000 bursary for your child. You are also helping 
MYSCHOOL raise R100 million for education. 
SWIPE THAT CARD AND LET’S BE WINNERS! 
Vijay Maharaj  

 
ST PETERS’S SCHOOL COMMUNICATOR AND MOBILE APP 
The following is an explanation of what to do in order to obtain the Authenticated St Peter’s Communicator: 
Desktop: 

 The next time you open your DESKTOP version of Communicator, you will be prompted to request a Password. 

 You will then check your emails for the password to use for authenticating the Communicator.  Save this password as it will 
be needed for when you authenticate your other devices as well. 

The St Peter’s Mobile App will only be launched next week and we will let you know when it is ready for download from the 
Appstore/PlayStore. 
Any technical advice/issues, please contact d6 directly: 021 880 0185 
Diane Fraser (Marketer) 
 

PA NEWS 
MYSCHOOL SUPPORTERS: WIN R100 000 FOR OUR SCHOOL AND R50 000 FOR ANOTHER 
SCHOOL OF OUR CHOICE 
 
GREAT NEWS! We are STILL top of the leader board in our category and if we maintain our lead, we 
will win these great prizes! See http://www.myschool.co.za/winr100k 
  

Please keep swiping your MySchool card when shopping at Woolworths.  Competition ends 26 June 2016. 
You also stand a chance to win a R50 000 bursary for your child, just by swiping.  
P.S. EarthCred items SCORE DOUBLE in May and June.  
Every time EarthCred sustainable food or clothing at Woolies is purchased, not only is this an earth-friendly choice, but it adds even 
more to our school's score! 
To apply for a MySchool card or to add St Peter’s Prep as a beneficiary to your existing card, please apply online at 
www.myschool.co.za or via MySchool customer services 0860 100 445. 
Or alternatively, please complete the attached form and email to Anne annedp@live.com  
or Gabby gabby@brandalivegroup.com and they’ll get your MySchool card to you right away. 
 

MVUKUZANE’S COFFEE AND WIFI STATION 
This is a reminder that Mvukuzane Pavilion is a warm and comfortable 
place to enjoy a cup of Nespresso coffee (R10 a cup) and use free wifi, 
while you allow the traffic to clear, before heading on to work in the 
mornings. 
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