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FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 

Education is as much about failure as it is about success. In order to achieve our goals we must suffer a degree of 
discomfort and we must “knock the bar down” before we jump over it. If this were not the case, our journey towards 
becoming better educated would simply be a rite of passage and we would not be able to take true pride in our 
achievements. 
 

As I watch our boys grappling with challenges in the classroom, practising their music or sport or even just coming to grips 
with the daily demands of social interaction at school, I celebrate the attitude of resilience and “bounce back” that is 
evident in their characters. The majority of our Grade 7 boys are currently attending interviews at prospective high 
schools and the feedback that we are getting is that it is this resilience and strength of character that makes a St Peter’s 
boy such a strong candidate for selection in an extremely competitive market. The following short story shows how being 
challenged and overcoming difficulty is actually healthy for one’s character and even physical development: 
 

In the North East USA, codfish are a big commercial business because there is a great demand for them all over the world, 
particularly in countries far away. This distance from the markets caused the fishermen and the shipping companies 
serious problems. At first, they froze the fish and then shipped them, but they found the freezing process took away a lot 
of the flavour of the fish. So they decided to send them live in big tanks of seawater. This was even worse because it was 
very expensive, the codfish still lost its flavour and, on top of it all, the flesh became soft and mushy, losing all its texture. 
Eventually, after much experimentation and research, a solution was found. The codfish were placed in the tank of water 
along with their natural enemy, the catfish. From the time the codfish left the USA, till they arrived at their destination, 
the catfish chased the codfish around the tank, keeping the codfish active, healthy, firm and full of flavour. Life is also like 
this. Difficult times will always come your way and it is up to you to face the difficulties and to overcome them. In this way, 
you will become stronger and more able to face the next problem when it comes along. 

I know that we are not codfish, but I believe that we do have a lot to learn from the story. As adults and citizens of our 
country, do we celebrate the challenges that we face? Do we encourage our boys to think big, fail and then try and try 
again?  It is through the modelling of the attitude of “fall down three times but get up four” that we can continue to 
grow, not only our boys, but also the environment in which they live. 
 

Prayer Meeting: Friday, 26 February 
I would like to invite parents to join members of staff at a special prayer meeting, which has been organised by our Staff 
Diversity Committee for Friday morning between 07:00 and 07:15 in the Chapel. The following extract comes from the 
DivCom communication to staff: 
 

As educationists we particularly understand the importance of education as a major factor in solving SA’s 
problems.  The on-going dysfunction in schools and protests at universities are of great concern to us.  
While we do not condone the violence and racism evident in the university protests, we understand the 
frustration of the youth. They too, see education not only as an element of national salvation, but as the 
only key to successful individual futures. 
 

As such, we will be praying for wisdom for the leaders and for all those involved to begin to listen to each 
other.  It is only through understanding the other person’s point of view that one can move forward and 
implement meaningful resolutions to this complex series of problems. 
 

I wish you a pleasant week ahead. 
Rob Macaulay  
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GOOGLE CLASSROOM 
 

Classroom is a free web-based platform that integrates all Google Apps for Education, including Google Docs, Gmail and 
Google Calendar. Classroom saves time and paper, and makes it easy for boys to access assignments, communicate and 
stay organised. It also gives boys access to videos, webpages and memos posted by their various teachers which will help 
them in completing their assignments. Boys are able to see what work has or hasn't been completed, get feedback and 
grades right in Classroom. 
 

The greatest feature of Google Classroom is that it allows teachers and boys to provide direct, real-time questions and 
collaborate with other boys no matter where they are. All our students need is a device that has access to the internet.  
 

Classroom, as well as all the other Google Apps for Education, are free and just need to be downloaded.   
You can watch the video, Classroom 101, link:  
https://youtu.be/K26iyyQMp_g 
 

How to access boys Google Education Apps: 
1. Boys must open Chrome on any device and sign into Chrome, they do this by clicking on the man in the top left 

corner. (picture here) 

 
 
 
 
 

2. They then enter their School email address which is their surname and first letter of their first name 

@stpeters.co.za  - e.g. John Smit would be smitj@stpeters.co.za 

3. They should all know their passwords which are Login and 3 unique numbers. 

4. They should link their data, giving them access to all their Google Apps, bookmarks, passwords etc.  

Scott Hauptfleisch (HOD ICT) 
 

INTER-HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP GALAS 
 

The intermediate and senior Inter-House Championship Galas will take place on Friday, 11 March. 
 

Intermediate Gala (U9s and U10s)    11:00 to 12:30 
Senior Gala (U11s, U12s and Opens)  13:30 to 15:30  
 

Pupils are required to wear either a plain black speedo costume or the school team costume. 
Requests for permission to be excused from either swimming in the gala or attending the gala should be received by the 
relevant Housemaster before Monday, 29 February. 
 

Mike Mitchley (MIC: Swimming) 
 

CARTRIDGE COLLECTION ON HOT DOG DAY - FRIDAY 4 MARCH 
 

Please remember to bring in your used cartridges. There will be a collection point (big green and white cardboard boxes) 
throughout the day for the empty ink cartridges in the Chapel car park.  There are permanent collection points in the 
Boys JP and Boys SP reception areas.  
 

Thank you for your continuing support this year!  
Monica Sloane (Community Partnership and Foundation) 
 

OLD BOYS NEWS 
Michaelhouse 
Keagan Chasenski won the Bob Larsen Trophy (Senior Victor Ludorum) at the Inter-House gala. He also won the Branson-
Bowman Edgar Trophy for the Senior Individual Medley along with the U19 gold medal. 

https://youtu.be/K26iyyQMp_g
mailto:smitj@stpeters.co.za
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PA NEWS 
 
LADIES LUNCH - Tickets will be on sale 26 February. Booking procedures as follows: 

 

 

 Bookings will open on Friday, 26 February at 
07:00.  

 Send your booking request to 
ladieslunch@stpeters.co.za from 07:00 on 
Friday, 26 February.  

 Only mails received after 07:00 will be 
considered.  

 You must book a full table for 10 people i.e. 
no individual bookings. 

 Where possible, kindly give the names of all 
people at the table to avoid duplications. If 
you have not yet finalised the table, put 
TBC.  

 More than one person per table is welcome 
to send in booking requests, to ensure you 
get a table, but bookings are limited to ONE 
table per person.  

 Tables will be allocated as emails are 
received on a first come first served basis.  

 You will be notified by email by Monday, 29 
February as to whether you have been 
allocated a table.  

 Payment will be required within 24 hours to 
secure the booking, otherwise the table will 
be reallocated to the next person on the 
list.  

 Cost of the ticket is R350 per head, which 
includes a three course meal and a show.  

 A cash bar will be available /drinks booklets 
will be on sale beforehand as well as on the 
day.  
 

 The Ladies Lunch Committee is looking for 
jam/ pickle jars. If you have any, kindly send 
them in to school – there will be a collection 
box in reception for them. Thank you!  

 Dads – we are calling on you for waiter and 
barmen assistance. If you would like to help 
on the day (11:30 – 18:00) kindly email us 
on ladieslunch@stpeters.co.za  

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ladieslunch@stpeters.co.za
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ST PETER’S MILE SWIM  - TICKET SALES START THIS WEEK!  
 

 The Mile Swim will take place on Sunday, 28 February at both the Boys and Girls School pools from 07:30 to 
12:30.  

DATES:  18 &19 Feb, and 25 & 26 Feb in the car parks before school.  
TIME:  07:00 to 07:30  
VENUES:  Boys JP car park; Chapel car park; Girls SP car park; Girls JP car park 
COST:   St Peter’s Mile Swim R50  
  Iron Man Challenge R40  
 
A FUN EVENT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! Don’t miss out! There is no race and no time restriction to complete the swim! 
Food and drinks will be on sale.  
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PA AGM 
 
Notice is hereby given that the second annual general meeting (“AGM”) of the combined St Peter’s School Parents 
Association (“the PA”) will be held at Mvukuzane Pavilion, St Peter’s School, 105 Witkoppen Road, Paulshof, at 18:30 on 
Tuesday, 15 March 2016, for the following purposes: 
 

1. To consider the Chairs’ report on the PA’s activities in 2015; 
 

2. To consider the Treasurer’s presentation of divisional annual financial statements of the PA for 2015 and to 
adopt such divisional annual financial statements; 

 
3. To transact such other business as may be transacted at an annual general meeting of the PA, including 

ratifying the appointment of the joint Chairs for 2016 and the appointment of PA Committee members to 
serve on the PA Committee for 2016. 

 
The official Notice of AGM, proxy form and documents for consideration has been sent out to all parents as a standalone 
email. 
 
Drinks and snacks will be served from 18:00. We do hope that parents will attend the AGM in person and look forward to 
seeing you there! 
 
Cindy Wannell and Robyn Doak (Joint PA Chairs) 

 
 

FORTHCOMNG WEEK 
 

Friday 26/02/2016 14:00:00 17:00:00 Inter-School Galas 

          

Saturday 27/02/2016 08:30:00   Cricket vs Pridwin 

Saturday 27/02/2016 08:30:00 11:00:00 U11 - U13 Basketball Matches 

Sunday 28/02/2016 08:00:00 12:00:00 St Peter's Mile 

          

Monday 29/02/2016 14:00:00 18:30:00 U10 Cricket Matches 

Monday 29/02/2016 16:00:00 18:00:00 Chess Matches 

          

Wednesday 02/03/2016 12:00:00 13:00:00 Week 7 of Additional Learning Programme 

Wednesday 02/03/2016 14:00:00 18:00:00 Open Cricket Matches 

          

Thursday 03/03/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 House Assembly for Grade 6 and 7 

Thursday 03/03/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 Middle School Assembly for Grade 3 - 5 

Thursday 03/03/2016     St Alban's Experience 

Thursday 03/03/2016 14:00:00 18:30:00 Open Cricket Matches 

Thursday 03/03/2016 14:00:00   Water Polo vs St John's 

          

Friday 04/03/2016     HOT DOG DAY (R20) 

Friday 04/03/2016     St Alban's Experience 

Friday 04/03/2016 14:00:00 17:00:00 Inter-School Galas 

          

Saturday 05/03/2016 08:30:00   Cricket vs St David's 

Saturday 05/03/2016 08:30:00 11:00:00 U11 - U13 Basketball Matches 

          

 
 

PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS IS WEDNESDAY 17:00 


