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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Boys Prep School 
 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
It was good to see so many brave swimmers in the pool when I visited the PA’s first leg of the St Peter’s Ironman 
challenge on Sunday morning.  While I was unable to stay for the whole morning, it was great to hear feedback about the 
wonderful participation in this event.  Thank you to the PA Committee and all who helped on the day. 
 
One of the presentations that our staff enjoyed at the beginning of the year was on “The Five Love Languages.”  This 
concept, which was introduced by Gary Chapman as far back as the 1990’s, still has relevance for both teachers and 
parents today.  The basic idea is that different people value different expressions of affirmation and love and that by 
identifying a particular individual’s love language, we are able to support them in a way that is particularly meaningful to 
them.  While everyone does need each of the forms of appreciation, our tendency is to react most favourably to one or 
two of the Love Languages. 
 
The Five Languages are: 

 Physical Touch:  A hug, pat on the back, high-five, etc. 

 Words of Affirmation:  Well done my boy, I can see that you have really tried hard!  

 Quality Time:  An hour of garden soccer with the family is better than a trip to the movies with his friends. 

 Gifts:  The little chocolate bar to say, “I am proud of what you have achieved” or “I love you.” 

 Acts of Service:  Helping your son to complete his model or school assignment is seen by some children as the 

most important way that you can express your love. 

There is a lot of information available on The Five Love Languages.  Age appropriate books for children, teenagers, adults 
and even one for the expression of appreciation in the workplace can be purchased. While I am not advocating that 
finding out which love language our children, spouses and colleagues prefer, will solve all problems, expressing our love 
and support in a language that the child understands and appreciates most will go a long way towards building 
confidence and a positive attitude as they go out and face each day.  If you are interested in finding out more about the 
Five Love Languages, either Google the topic or follow this link:  
http://www.imom.com/love-language-the-5-love-languages-of-children/#.VtbxiPl97IU 
 
Enjoy the week. 
 
Rob Macaulay  

 
ALLERGY FORM 
 
A reminder that if your child has a life threatening allergy or is asthmatic the School needs to be notified. A form is 
attached to the Newsletter email, it can also be found on the School Communicator under Resources for download, or 
can be obtained from reception. This form must be completed and handed in together with the relevant medication 
which will be kept in the emergency box.   
 
Gail Brent (Resident Nursing Sister) 
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN 
 
Chapel Collection until end of Easter Term - Animals in Distress 
Animals in Distress is an organisation working in various communities, providing primary veterinary care namely: 
deworming, vaccinations, tick and flea control, and first aid where possible. This engagement within communities has 
seen the improved health and well-being of the animals. In addition, they are active in focused animal care education and 
speak to over 14 000 children annually. Learning to love, feed, clean and care for an animal and accepting responsibility 
for it starts at a young age. 
 
Anglican Tithe 
As we are a church school, it is important that we practise sound biblical principles and that we support the ministry of 
the church. Thus a small tithe, which is our love gift, will be donated to the ministry of the Anglican Church in our diocese 
from the Chapel collection each term.  
 
CHOC 
Thank you to all our children for their support of CHOC: R10  000 has been donated to the CHOC Foundation. 
  
Cancer Shave-athon  
It is great to see the passion we all have regarding giving and supporting charities.  
 
I would like to state two points to help us understand where we are this year: 
 

1) Cancer Shave-athon is a branded event and should an organisation choose to support it we have to subscribe 
100% to their rules that govern the event. This means that we have to buy the spray paint from them as well as 
adhering to other conditions. 

2) St Peter’s has a policy to support children, animals and the aged. The Shave-athon does not fulfil our agreed 
principles. We would have to relook at our mission should we start including other charities. 

 
The reason we supported the Shave-athon in the past was that one of our staff members who was dealing with cancer at 
the time was passionate and so in support of that person, we did the Shave-athon. Of the money collected, 85% paid for 
the cost of the spray paint and a small amount was ultimately given to the Cancer Association. 
 
We are still supporting the cancer cause, but in line with our policy - we are supporting the Childhood Cancer Foundation 
(CHOC). For us to make a greater impact in terms of giving and helping charities we have decided to give 100% to this 
Foundation and leave the spray paint out. Please note: we have not dropped the initiative of supporting the fight against 
cancer, we have merely changed the way in which we are contributing towards it. We believe that in this way we will 
have a greater impact as well as keeping in line with our policies. 
 
I realise that the children enjoy the Shave-athon/Spray-athon, but they must remember that our giving is not about our 
reward and fun. Should families still want to participate in the Spray-athon, (and I do encourage this), all shopping centres 
will be supporting the Spray-athon this weekend. It is a great idea to make it a family event. 
 
Love and blessings 
Fr Richard (Chaplain) 
 

THINKING SKILLS MORNING iMOVIE 
 
Please follow the link to see the iMovie posted on the St Peter’s Website: 
http://www.stpeters.co.za/boys-prep/content/page/boys-sp-academics?prep_type=sp 
 

 
 

http://www.stpeters.co.za/boys-prep/content/page/boys-sp-academics?prep_type=sp


 
 
 

 
Unsubscribe    l      Contact  (011) 705 3423    105 Witkoppen Road, Rietfontein  
 
 
 

  3 

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE                 SENIOR PREP                              03 March 2016   

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING SURVEY FEEDBACK 
 
Thank you to all the parents who took the time to respond to the survey, we had an excellent response and many 
constructiove comments. 
 
The results have been collated and fed back to staff so that the 2017 Parent Information Evenings will be even better 
than previous years. 
 
Diane Fraser (Marketer) 
 

2016 REPORTING PROCESS 
 

Easter Term 
We have made the decision to change the timing of our reporting process for the 2016 Easter Term.  
 
This change has been necessitated by the extraordinary Easter Break, the subsequent excursions for the Upper School 
and the Flexible Learning Programme taking place this term.  
 
Bearing in mind that the academic programme for a new year begins after a week of revision in a new grade, coupled 
with the above mentioned two weeks, it is our view that an academic progress report, distributed in the first term, would 
be inexact.  
 
Parent Consultations will, therefore, be held on 29, 30 and 31 March. These consultations will include three parties: 
parents, the class teacher and your son. Specialist teachers will also be available if necessary. In Grade 6 and 7 your son 
will prepare for and lead these meetings - in an effort to reflect on his own learning process. In so doing, he may discuss 
his highlights and think back on issues or concepts which he found challenging. Goal setting for the rest of the year will 
also be discussed at the meetings. Formal, hard copy reports will be compiled and distributed at the end of May. 
 
Trinity and Advent Term Reporting procedures will remain unchanged from previous years. 
 
Catherine Steenhoff (Deputy Head and Director of Academics) 
 

INTER-HOUSE CHAMPIONSHIP GALAS 
  
The Intermediate and Senior inter-house championship galas will take place on Friday 11 March. 
  
Boys are to wear their house shirt, blue shorts and slops; or white socks and white takkies to school. 
  

Intermediate Gala (under 9’s and under 10’s) 11.00 to 12.30     (Pupils may then go home)  
  

Senior Gala (under 11’s, under 12’s and Opens) 
  

13.30 to 15.30 

  
Pupils are required to wear either a plain black speedo costume or the school team costume. 
Pupils may not leave until the end of the prize giving for their gala. 
  
Requests for permission to be excused from swimming in and/or attending the gala was to have been received by the 
relevant housemaster on or before Monday 29 February.  
 
Mike Mitchley (MIC: Swimming) 
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PA NEWS 
 
PA AGM 

Please remember that the second AGM of the combined St Peter’s School PA will be held at the Mvukuzane Pavilion at 
18:30 on Tuesday, 15 March 2016. Drinks and snacks will be served from 18:00.  
 
The Notice of AGM, PA Financials and Proxy Form were sent to all parents by email and are available on the School 
Communicator on the Resources tab under Boys/Girls PA.  
 
If you are unable to attend the PA AGM in person, please consider all documents available on the School Communicator, 
and complete and submit your proxy form via email to paproxies@stpeters.co.za  or by hard copy posted in the boxes at 
each reception.  
 
We do hope that parents will attend the PA AGM in person and look forward to seeing you there!  
 
Please RSVP to your class mom for catering purposes. 
 
Cindy Wannell and Robyn Doak (Joint PA Chairs) 

 
 
 
 
 
MOVIE NIGHT – SAVE THE DATE 
            SATURDAY 7 MAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CAMPUS PEACOCKS 
As you walk through the campus, I’m sure you’ve noticed our 
beautiful peacocks.  They especially love Mvukuzane Field.  Over 
the years they have bred and multiplied.  
Unfortunately, the campus can no longer sustain so many.  We 
are, therefore, looking for ‘good homes’ for many of them.   
 
If you are interested in adding peacocks to your home 
environment (preferably a minimum of two or more),  please 
contact Shelley Heald at  sheald@stpeters.co.za.  
There will be no charge. 
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FORTHCOMNG WEEK 
 

Friday 04/03/2016     HOT DOG DAY (R20) 

Friday 04/03/2016     St Alban's Experience 

Friday 04/03/2016 14:00:00 17:00:00 Inter-School Galas 

          

Saturday 05/03/2016 08:30:00   Cricket vs St David's 

Saturday 05/03/2016 08:30:00 11:00:00 U11 - U13 Basketball Matches 

          

Monday 07/03/2016     Athletics Season Commences 

          

Wednesday 09/03/2016 12:00:00 13:00:00 Week 8 of Additional Learning Programme 

          

Thursday 10/03/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 General Assembly 

Thursday 10/03/2016 18:30:00   Boys Evensong 

          

Friday 11/03/2016 11:00:00 12:15:00 U9 and U10 Inter-House Gala 

Friday 11/03/2016 13:30:00 16:00:00 U11, U12 and Open Inter-House Gala 

          

Saturday 12/03/2016 08:30:00 12:00:00 Athletics Meeting 

Saturday 12/03/2016 12:00:00   Ladies Lunch 

          

 

PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS IS WEDNESDAY 17:00 
 
 


