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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Boys Prep School 
 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 

I am sure that we are all looking forward to a good break in the forthcoming week. The boys have worked well and, with 
the changeover from rugby to soccer having taken place, I am sure that another very busy half-term awaits us on our 
return to school on Monday, 11 July. 
 
You may recall that we conducted a survey at the end of the first term to see how busy our boys had been and we will be 
doing the same at the end of this term. The results, which will be published in a newsletter after the mid-term break, 
have indicated that, while a large number of the boys are extremely busy during the week, the majority seem to enjoy 
fairly relaxing weekends.  
 
Notwithstanding the above, we must take cognisance of the increasing evidence that children need to have time for 
outdoor play if there is to be maximum development in a number of cognitive, emotional and physical areas. One of the 
sections in a “Carte Blanche” programme a couple of weeks ago also raised serious questions regarding “screen time”, 
which includes devices, gaming and television. Once again, the issue of retarded development in traditional childhood 
growth areas was highlighted.  This makes me question whether “chill time” in front of the TV or on a device is really 
beneficial in terms of what we are trying to achieve.  I am sure that we, as parents, can all remember going to our own 
parents and saying “I’m bored!”  Our parents’ response was likely to be a weather forecast in which we were told that it 
was a beautiful day outside and we should find something to do. I was often given a choice between doing a household 
chore and finding something to do. You would be amazed at how creative my play could become as an immediate 
consequence of this “offer”!  Our parents realised that it was their responsibility to provide a safe environment in which 
we could play, rather than to provide the entertainment for us.  It is this creative play that may be in short supply for the 
modern child.  Fortunately, it can be addressed by simply providing a safe play area at home.  This area should not be 
confused with a room full of digital devices and games. 
 
Another common response to the “boredom dilemma” by my parents to was to say “Go and read a book.” Fortnightly 
trips to the library ensured that new reading material was always at hand.  A recent article in the Fairlady Magazine (June 
2016:26) tells how Sun Valley School has put a stop to homework in order to promote more reading and family time for 
their pupils.  Principal Gavin Keller stresses the importance of playing with friends, family time around the supper table 
and reading in bed (pp 26-27).  This illustrates that, no matter how digitally literate and technologically demanding our 
children’s world is, basic social interaction, as well as the ability to allow our own minds to understand the plot of a story 
and analyse the background, appearance and personality of its characters will result in significant developmental gains.  
This needs to be balanced with the tendency to continually pound away at academic success, individual achievement and 
instant gratification; all of which are characteristics of a highly competitive and busy modern world. 
 
And so, why not encourage your son to play outside, read a book and tell campfire stories as part of your relaxation and 
rejuvenation during the mid-term break. 
 
Have a fantastic holiday. 
 

Rob Macaulay  
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COMMUNICATOR ST PETER’S APP 
 
TOP TIP: Once you have downloaded the Communicator St Peter’s onto your device, make sure you PERSONALISE, by 

DESELECTING ALL and then ticking the channels which you would like to receive. If you do not do this you will receive ALL 
information from Boys Prep, Girls Prep and College!  
 
Please make sure you tick either Boys Junior Prep General or Boys Senior Prep General and then tick Grades, Choirs, 
various Sports and Age Groups etc. that you would like to receive information about. 
 
Diane Fraser (Marketer) 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL SHOP 
 
Advent Term Summer Uniform 
Please use this mid-term break to check if any of the summer uniform needs to be updated. We recommend that you use 
the remaining four weeks after half term to pop into the shop as it gets extremely busy the day before break up and on 
the morning school starts. Try not to leave it to the last minute as there can be queues waiting for up to half an hour to 
make payment on those days.  
 
New Shop Opening Hours 
For a trial period we will be opening the shop half an hour earlier on a Monday and Friday morning. We are hoping that 
this will help those parents who are rushing off to work after drop off. Until further notice the School Shop’s new hours 
are as follows: 

 Monday  06:30 to 09:00 

 Tuesday  07:00 to 09:00 

 Wednesday 07:00 to 16:00 

 Thursday 07:00 to 09:00 

 Friday  06:30 to 09:00 
 
Nadia Thompson (Shop Assisitant) 
 

FROM THE ST PETER’S FOUNDATION  
 
As the new Foundation Manager, I found myself having to learn a new environment, programmes and meeting people in 
a short space of time (and I am still learning). While getting to know the School and Foundation, my innovation-hat had to 
be dusted-off, as I looked at how we could rethink some of our fundraising programmes and initiatives to create more 
partnership opportunities with mutually-beneficial causes and make financial gains.  
 
So I asked to become part of the newsletter on a bi-weekly basis to allow the St Peter’s family to learn and develop 
alongside me.  
 
In my very first article, I thought to tackle the meaning of the St Peter’s Foundation before we got into the work we do 
and our success stories.  
 
I assume most of you know the Foundation by now, which was born as an entity, a trust, in 1995. Today the Foundation 
at St Peter’s is a well-managed and governed vehicle to attract additional funding, gifts-in-kind and partnerships to 
ensure the long-term sustainability and longevity of the St Peter’s Prep Schools and the community. Thus, the Foundation 
has specific projects for which it fundraises and I will begin to share our projects, successes and needs in future editions.  
 
For any enquiries please do not hesitate to contact me at kcoetzee@stpeters.co.za  
 
Karen Coetzee (Foundation Manager)  
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MANDELA DAY 2016 

 
 
Mandela Day 2016: “it’s not about us and them, but all of us” 
 
Mr Mandela lived his life by three rules: free yourself, free others, and serve every day.  
 
This is the message that St Peter’s would like to embrace this year, and as part of our Mandela Day Drive, we appeal to all 
our families to donate their unwanted and unused items.  
 
We would like to support: 

 Touch Africa and our community schools: BOOKS and TOYS 

 Diepsloot Combined and Sefikeng Primary: SPORT KIT and TAKKIES 

 Our community: SECOND HAND CLOTHING   
 
We will be collecting from 11 to 22 July in the following areas: 
 
SP Boys: Chapel and lower car parks 
SP Girls: Girls reception 
JP Boys: Reception area 
JP Girls: reception area 
 
We look forward to your support! 
The Mandela Day Team 

 
OLD BOYS NEWS 
 

 
Yuvish Premlall (Grade 7 2014) represented South Africa, taking 3rd place in the 200m 
fly in the 15-17 age group in the CANA Championship 2016 in Mauritius. 
 
He seeded top ten overall and competed amongst 3 Olympians and Common Wealth 
swimmers. 
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CHAPEL COLLECTION: FOUR PAWS UNTIL TERM END 
 
Stop Canned Lion Hunting 
In South Africa there are many big cats waiting for appropriate accommodation. In order to help trophy hunters to a fast 
success, these lions are held in very small enclosures without any retreat possibilities, where they often vegetate until 
they are sold for hunts. Animal protectors worldwide have been striving to put an end to this cruel, canned hunting. Since 
these animals grow up with humans and are already accustomed to humans, they cannot be released into the wild. 

 

 

 

 
After extensive research in various countries FOUR PAWS decided to take over an already existing park in South Africa. In 
the centre of the area there is a prominent rock called “LIONSROCK" after which the new big cats’ hideaway is named. It 
is on approximately 1,250 ha, close to the city of Bethlehem.  
 

Our chapel collection will be donated to the sanctuary. 
Monica Sloane (Community Partnership) 
 

PA NEWS 
ST PETER’S GOLF DAY  

 
 

 

 

http://www.four-paws.org.za/files/International/Projects/Big_Cats/VP0171035.jpg
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MY SOUTH AFRICAN STORY – THURSDAY 21 JULY 
 
The Transformation Committee invites you to an informal discussion forum where parents will have an opportunity to 
share personal stories about how growing up and living in South Africa has shaped us.  We hope that this will be the first 
of a series of regular dialogues.  
 
Please join us for a warm bowl of soup and some good conversation: 
When:              Thursday,  21 July 18:30 for 19:00 until 20:30 
Where:            Mvukuzane Pavilion 
 
ST PETER’S CYCLE CHALLENGE 
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FORTHCOMING WEEK 
 

Friday 01/07/2016 01/07/2016     St Peter's Day 

Friday 01/07/2016 01/07/2016 07:30:00 08:30:00 Boys SP Service 

Friday 01/07/2016 01/07/2016 09:00:00 11:00:00 Official Opening of the Girls JP 

Friday 01/07/2016 01/07/2016 11:00:00   School Closes 

            

Saturday 02/07/2016 02/07/2016     Mid Term Break Commences 

Sunday 10/07/2016 10/07/2016     Mid Term Break Ends 

            

Monday 11/07/2016 11/07/2016 07:30:00   Back to School 

 
THE WEEK AFTER 
 

Monday 11/07/2016 11/07/2016 11:00:00   Main School Production to JP 

Monday 11/07/2016 11/07/2016 16:00:00 18:30:00 Main School Production Dress Rehearsal 

            

Tuesday 12/07/2016 12/07/2016 16:00:00 18:30:00 Main School Production Dress Rehearsal 

            

Wednesday 13/07/2016 13/07/2016     Week 19 of Additional Learning Programme 

Wednesday 13/07/2016   14:00:00   Football vs St Stithians 

Wednesday 13/07/2016 13/07/2016 18:30:00   Main School Production 

            

Thursday 14/07/2016 14/07/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 House Assembly for Grade 3 - 5 

Thursday 14/07/2016 14/07/2016 07:30:00 08:00:00 Tutor Groups for Grade 6 and 7 

Thursday 14/07/2016 14/07/2016 14:00:00   Tennis Matches 

Thursday 14/07/2016 14/07/2016 18:30   Main School Production 

            

Saturday 16/07/2016 16/07/2016 06:00:00   Choir Tour Departs 

Saturday 16/07/2016 16/07/2016 08:00:00   Football vs WHPS 

Saturday 16/07/2016 16/07/2016 08:00:00   St Benedict's Tennis Tournament (U11) 

Sunday 17/07/2016 17/07/2016     Choir Tour 

Sunday 17/07/2016 17/07/2016 14:00:00   St Benedict's Tennis Tournament (U11) 

            

 
PLEASE REFER TO THE WEEKLY SPORTS NOTICE FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION AND NEWS ON SPORTS 

FIXTURES AND VENUES 
PLEASE NOTE DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS IS WEDNESDAY 17:00  

 


