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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Girls SP School 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
In line with our schools transformation objectives, we asked Stanley Bongwe, author of ‘100 Lessons in Diversity’, to 
address our staff at the beginning of this term. 
 
To say his message to us, was profound, would be an understatement.  
 
I’ll make some attempts to share his message with you in this newsletter, but if we do manage to persuade Stanley 
to come back to speak to parents, I’d strongly suggest that you make every effort to attend. 
  
He started his talk by stating the obvious – our country is nervous and relationships are strained! However, there is 
no better time to reflect on the way we think about people and why we think that way? There is no better time to 
learn about ourselves before we worry about or blame others. 
 
We are born without prejudice, without bias, without fear and without hate. But the moment we are born, the 
socialising process begins. A script is written for us! We are conditioned to think in a certain way and conditioned to 
feel a certain way about others. A poem that Stanley has written, in Chapter 1 of his book, best describes this process: 
 

You’ve got to be taught to hate and fear 
You’ve got to be taught from year to year 
You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late 

Before you’re six or seven or eight 
To hate all the people your relatives hate 

You’ve got to be carefully taught 
 
The sadness of South African society is that there has been a lack of meaningful exposure to different ethnic groups 
of people. Whites have predominantly got to know whites and blacks have predominantly got to know blacks. This 
limited exposure supports our conditioned mindsets rather than challenging it. 
 
Stanley reminded us that we act and behave how we think. We seldom question what we think, therefore nothing 
changes. 
 
The impact of diversity is also relevant in the classroom, particularly in the way in which pupils from different 
backgrounds assimilate knowledge. He also challenged us in terms of whether or not we are preparing our children 
well enough for an extremely diverse workplace. 
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Stanley reinforced the critical need for mutual respect. We don’t have to be friends to work together, but there does 
need to be trust and the only way we will achieve this is by making every effort to understand each other far better 
than we currently do.  
 
My interpretation of his campaign is that teachers have a significant role to play in this process. Not only by modelling 
behavior, but also by teaching respect, fairness and humanity. We need to remind our girls that everyone is as human 
as the next person and that relationships can only ever be formed if there is no feeling of superiority.  
 
Successful organizations enrich conversations by promoting diversity, difference of opinion, and different 
perspectives of life in general. “Two heads are better than one but two heads that think alike are never better than 
one”   
 
In both the Boys and Girls School staff meetings, we have started discussing one chapter of the book every week. In 
the Girls School, this has led to the formation of a sub-committee that has taken ownership of this process. We 
started this week by focusing on the correct pronunciation of names. Not just tricky black names for white teachers 
to pronounce, but also to correctly pronounce our Portuguese and Italian surnames. Too often, we tend to ‘cop out’ 
of this challenge by abbreviating these names or even calling teachers by the first letter of their name, for example, 
Mr Kotsi becomes known as Mr K, or Miss Tshego Mashabela becomes known as Miss T. This first step will only come 
with constant practice and correction – but it is critical that we get it right! 
 
Have a good weekend!  
Nibe nempelasonto emnandi! 
 
Darrel Webb  
(Headmaster) 
 

 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 
So much of what we do as coaches, teachers and parents rests on building confident and happy children. If we are 
able to achieve this, we can grow happy, resourceful and independent children. The Performance Room (Follow 
them on Twitter: @BelievePHQ) mention 10 ways to build confident children: 
 

1.) Give praise when it’s due. 
2.) Make feedback meaningful and positive. 
3.) Develop autonomy: let your child make their own decisions so they can gain confidence in their 

own judgement. 
4.) Be a role model to your child. 
5.) Help your child to solve their own problems - this will make them feel more confident in their own 

abilities. 
6.) Avoid labels: ensure children have a positive view of themselves. 
7.) Allow children to express their own creativity - don’t control everything they do. 
8.) Allow your child to be proud of their accomplishments. 
9.) Provide constructive criticism. 
10.) Create opportunities for your child to experience success. 

 
Please remember to consult the Sports Week Ahead to keep abreast of your daughter’s sports schedule each week. 
 
Liz Ashmore  
(Director of Sport)  
LAshmore@stpeters.co.za 

mailto:LAshmore@stpeters.co.za
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We are ‘blown away’ by the effort and generosity of everyone 

regarding the Jam Jar prizes for the Autumn Carnival.  It certainly will make it a fun and 

memorable day for all the children!  

THANK YOU, from the Autumn Carnival team! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HLENGANI MABASA 
 
Mabasa, as he is known, joined Springbok Patrols in 1997 - before they 
merged with Fidelity Security group. Here he performed guard duties at 
Beeld.  In 1998, he was promoted to work at Head Office as an Armed Escort 
for Blue Ribbon Company.  In 1999, he worked at Pricewaterhouse Coopers as 
a guard. 
 
In 2002, he was moved to St Peter’s Square, where he served for 10 years.  He 
joined St Peter’s Prep in 2012 as a relief guard where he performed night 
duties for one year and thereafter moved to day guarding.   
 
His sunny nature is a lovely welcome to the school in the mornings.  
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CHAPEL 
 
Our Chapel collection this term will go toward Hearts of Hope. Hearts of Hope aims to impact the lives of 
vulnerable children that have been affected by the HIV/AIDS crisis. Their objective is to provide a platform of 
support and care for orphaned and vulnerable children (OVC’s), affected and/or infected by HIV/AIDS.  
 
Kamohelo Kotsi 
(Chaplain Assistant) 
 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE 
 
We have received a number of queries regarding the measles outbreak in Johannesburg.  I have spoken to the Sister 
at the Petervale Clinic (our local clinic) who advised that they would not be visiting our School, as we are part of the 
Private Sector.   
 
Parents are advised to take their children to their nearest chemist or GP for immunisation if they have not been 
immunised.  This is mainly aimed at children in Nursery Schools, who are not immunised or older children who never 
received their immunisations.  
 
Gail Brent 
(Resident Nursing Sister) 
 

 

SCHOOL SHOP 
 
WASHING INSTRUCTIONS 
We are still seeing clothes being washed incorrectly resulting in the uniform looking untidy. Here are the washing 
guidelines once again: 

 All school clothes should not be washed in water which is warmer than a 40 degrees  

 Hang washing, inside-out and away from direct sunlight is advisable 

 Tracksuits, navy shorts and jerseys should not be ironed  

 Blazers and ties can be machine-washed. Hang the blazer up, indoors, as soon as it comes out of 
the machine and DO NOT IRON 

 Paint does not wash out so make sure your child has an oversized T-shirt to cover their uniform 
when doing any artwork. 

 
CORRECT LABELLING OF SCHOOL ITEMS 
We are seeing far too much lost property which has not been labelled correctly, or not labelled at all. Please adhere 
to the following guidelines when labelling each school item: 

 Label all items in a prominent place where it is easily seen  

 ALWAYS either have a full surname and first name or initial  

 NEVER label with just initials or just a first name   

 When purchasing second hand items from the shop, please remove the existing nametag and put 
your child’s name on as above. 

 The School Shop is able to embroider full names on many items of clothing 
 

Ultimately, children need to take responsibility for their belongings and ensure that items are placed into their school 
bag - not left lying around.    
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PA NEWS 
 
USING SNAPSCAN APP FOR PAYMENTS 

Having cash on your premise always creates a security risk for the people handling the cash.  With this 
in mind, we would like to promote the use of the SnapScan App facility for school functions.  This is 
such a simple way of making a payment.  SnapScan is linked to your credit card. 
 
No cash. No card swipes. Simply pay with your phone. 

 Works with any South African Bank 

 
       

Safe  Easy  Convenient  Free 
 
Your card details are securely 
encrypted on your phone. We 
don’t have access to them, and 
neither will the shop you’re 
buying from. 

  
Just download the app and link 
your credit or debit card. In 
less than 5 minutes, you’re 
good to go! 

  
SnapScan lets you pay for the 
goods and services you need, 
wherever you are. No cash or 
cards needed! 

  
SnapScan is free to use, with 
no additional charges to you as 
the user. Network providers’ 
standard data charges will 
apply. 

       

       
Step 1: Snap  Step 2: Pay  Step 3: Go! 

Open SnapScan and use 
your phone’s camera to 
scan the SnapCode 
displayed at the checkout 
or on your bill. 

 Enter the amount you 
want to pay and confirm 
payment with your 4-digit 
PIN. 
 

 That’s it. You’re done! 
Make sure the merchant 
has received proof of 
payment. 
 

 
Click to download onto your smartphone. 
 

iPhone  Android  BlackBerry 

 
For more information go to www.snapscan.co.za  

 
Here are the links: 
iPhone  https://appsto.re/za/LW8CJ.i 
Android  https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fireid.snapscan  
BlackBerry https://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/33734153/?lang=en&countrycode=ZA  

 
 

ST PETER’S AUTUMN CARNIVAL! 

 

 

 

 

We are still looking for higher value prizes for the Carnival, to 

make our Lucky Draw, Tombola and other stalls irresistible! If 

you have anything that you are able to donate, please contact 

Debbie on debbie@littlemail.co.za or 083 391 1206. 

 

http://www.snapscan.co.za/
https://appsto.re/za/LW8CJ.i
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fireid.snapscan
https://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/33734153/?lang=en&countrycode=ZA
mailto:debbie@littlemail.co.za
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(Please click here to add your name to the volunteers helping sell the tickets next week if you can assist: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e49afac2ba1ff2-carpark) 

Prices are as follows: 

Children  R100 

Adults  R50 

Toddlers  R50 

These tickets allow children access to all the Giant Inflatables, the Bungee Trampoline, the Ferris Wheel and 

the Electric Train. The Carnival stalls will work on an inexpensive ticket system (books of tickets will be sold for 

this) and these will allow the children the chance to win some of the fantastic jam jar prizes that were collected, 

plus many other prizes.  Some of the exciting stalls include Tombola, Wet Sponge Throwing, Nerf Target 

Shooting and tons more!  

Visit our Facebook Event page to read all about it over the coming week: 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1440758526230866/  

The toddlers will have their own dedicated area with a few carers. They can also go on the other rides, as long 

as an adult accompanies them. 

The adults will be entertained by some great, live music while relaxing and picnicking on Feathers Field. Bring 

along your food, or buy from some of the fantastic food trucks that will be there. 

Please remember to go to our web-based scheduler and volunteer an hour or two of your time, helping on 

the day: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e49afad22a0f58-autumn 

 

ST PETER’S FAMILY DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets for the Carnival (Sat, 27 May) will be going on sale from Monday morning in all the car 

parks. Make sure you get yours early to avoid queueing on the day! 

 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e49afac2ba1ff2-carpark
https://www.facebook.com/events/1440758526230866/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e49afad22a0f58-autumn
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MY STORY – THURSDAY, 8 JUNE   
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEWS FROM ST PETER’S COLLEGE 

 
Congratulations to Girls Prep School ‘old girl’ Tasmin Waite, in Grade 12 at St Peter’s 
College, who represented the South African U17 girls as goalkeeper at the Water Polo 
EU Nations Cup, in Prague, during the April holidays.  
 
Her team came away with the silver medal. They won all their games, but lost to 
England in the final.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We invite parents and staff to the cinema to watch BEYOND THE RIVER. This 
is a truly South African story that taps directly into ‘My Story’. It is about 
going ‘beyond’ and really getting to know another person. 
 
To view the Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7eQnJf8VlI 
 
DATE:  Thursday, 8 June 
TIME:  20:00 
VENUE:  Ster Kinekor Cedar Square  
COST:  R65 per adult 
 
Please email Susan on mystory@stpeters.co.za if you would like to attend 
and she will give you EFT banking details. Please RSVP by 31 May. We have 
made a block booking and so tickets are limited, we would love you to join 
us. 
 
Transformation Committee 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7eQnJf8VlI
mailto:mystory@stpeters.co.za
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FORTHCOMING WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Monday 22/05/2017 International Biodiversity Day

Wednesday 24/05/2017 REMINDER: CHAPEL COLLECTION FOR TOMORROW

Wednesday 24/05/2017 18:30:00 20:30:00 Senior Choir Festival (Chapel Choir) Gr 5,6,7 Boys JP Building 

Thursday 25/05/2017 ASCENSION DAY

Thursday 25/05/2017 Africa Day

Thursday 25/05/2017 07:30:00 08:30:00 Ascension Day Eucharist Chapel 

Thursday 25/05/2017 10:30:00 Gr 3CI Sandwich Making Classroom 

Thursday 25/05/2017 13:30:00 17:00:00 Netball Matches Gr 4,6 Home/Away 

Friday 26/05/2017 13:00:00 16:30:00 Netball Matches Gr 3 Home/Away

Friday 26/05/2017 13:00:00 20:00:00 Gr 7A 8-a-side Hockey Tournament St Peter's College 

Saturday 27/05/2017 12:00:00 18:00:00 PA Autumn Carnival

Congratulations to Grade 5NM! Winners of the 

Girls SP Jam Jar Prize competition. Krispy Krème 

doughnuts were the prize! 

Girls JP winners of the Jam Jar Prize 

competition are Grade 0JB. Well done, 

girls! Here they are about to enjoy their 

Krispy Krème doughnuts. 
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CHARITY 
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MUSIC 


