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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Girls SP School 

 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
PANTO PANDOMONIUM 

One of life’s many lessons is that ‘we reap what we sow’ or ‘what we put in we get out’. There is currently no better 

example of this lesson than our Grade 7 Production of Panto Pandomonium. Our girls, as well as Mrs Aspelling and 

her team, have put their hearts, minds and soul into this production and the end result has spoken for itself! It is 

obvious that the girls are loving every moment of performing and it is even more obvious that the audience are 

thoroughly entertained. A huge vote of congratulations to our actresses, our backstage crew, make-up artists, 

costume designers, sound, lighting, prompts, set design, ticket sales etc etc. I certainly look forward to tonight’s 

Final Performance! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

One of Stephen Covey’s Habits of Mind is ‘Begin with the end in mind’. In my opinion, if educational institutions do 

not apply this fundamental philosophy to their very existence, they run the risk of doing a significant disservice to 

the children they teach. 

I was recently sent an article by an unknown author entitled, ‘Where are the big bucks to be made in the future? – 

Look where the world is headed first’, which I have edited slightly. To me these predictions should play a significant 

part in guiding what we teach and how we teach every day.   

WHERE ARE THE BIG BUCKS TO BE MADE IN THE FUTURE? LOOK WHERE THE WORLD IS HEADED FIRST 

In 1998, Kodak had 170,000 employees and sold 85% of all photo paper worldwide. Within just a few years, their 

business model disappeared and they became bankrupt. What happened to Kodak will happen in a lot of industries 

in the next ten years – and most people don’t see it coming. Did you imagine in 1998 that three years later you 

would never take pictures on paper film again?  

As it is with emerging technologies, digital imagery was a disappointment for a long time, before it became far 

superior and became mainstream in only a few short years. This will now happen with artificial intelligence, health, 

autonomous and electric cars, 3D printing, agriculture, education and jobs. 

Software will disrupt most traditional industries in the next 5-10 years. Uber is just a software application. They 

don’t own any cars, and are now the biggest taxi company in the world. Airbnb is now the biggest hotel company 

in the world, although they don’t own any properties. 

Artificial Intelligence: Computers become exponentially better in understanding the world. In the US, young lawyers 

are already having difficulty finding jobs. Because of IBM Watson, you can get legal advice (thus far, for more or 
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less basic issues) within seconds, with 90% accuracy compared with 70% accuracy when done by humans. There will 

be 90% fewer lawyers in the future, only specialists will remain. Watson already helps nurses in diagnosing cancer, 

four times more accurately  than human nurses. 

Facebook now has a pattern recognition software that can recognise faces better than humans. 

In 2030, computers will become more intelligent than humans. 

Autonomous and electric cars: In 2018 the first self-driving cars will appear for the public. Around 2020, the 

complete industry will start to be disrupted. You won’t want to own a car anymore. You will call a car with your 

phone, it will show up at your location and drive you to your destination. You will not need to park it, you only pay 

for the driven distance and you can be productive while driving. Our children will never get a driver’s license and 

will never own a car. This will change the cities, because we will need 90-95% fewer cars. We can transform former 

parking space into parks. 1.2 million people die each year in car accidents worldwide. We now have one accident 

every 100,000 km and with autonomous driving that will drop to one accident in 10 million km. That will save a 

million lives each year. Most car companies could become bankrupt. Traditional car companies will need to try the 

evolutionary approach and just build a better car, while tech companies (Tesla, Apple, Google) will follow a 

revolutionary approach and build a computer on wheels.  

Insurance companies will have massive trouble because without accidents, insurance policies will become 100x 

cheaper. Their car insurance business model will disappear. Real estate will change. Because if you can work while 

you commute, people will move further away to live in a more beautiful neighborhood. 

Cities will be less noisy because all cars will run on electricity. Electricity will become incredibly cheap and clean: 

Solar production has been on an exponential curve for 30 years, but you can only now see the impact. Last year, 

more solar energy was installed worldwide than was fossil driven energy. The price for solar power will drop so 

much that all coal companies will be out of business by 2025. With cheap electricity comes cheap and abundant 

water. 

Desalination now only needs 2kWh per cubic metre. We don’t have a scarcity of water in most places, we only have 

scarce drinking water. Imagine what would be possible if anyone could have as much clean water as he wanted, for 

almost no cost. 

Health: The Tricorder X price will be announced this year. There will be companies who will build a medical device 

(called the “Tricorder” from Star Trek) that works with your phone, which takes your retina scan, your blood sample 

and you can breath into it. It then analyses 54 biomarkers that will identify nearly any disease. It will be cheap, so 

in a few years everyone on this planet will have access to world class medical diagnosis, almost for free. 

Right now, the average life span increases by three months per year. Four years ago, the life span used to be 79 

years, now it’s 80 years. The increase itself is growing and by 2036, there will be more than one year increase per 

year. So we all might live for a long, long time, probably way beyond 100. 

3D printing: The price of the cheapest 3D printer came down from $18,000 to $400 within 10 years. In the same 

time, it became 100 times faster. All major shoe companies started ‘3D printing shoes’. Spare aeroplane parts are 

already 3D printed in remote airports. The space station now has a printer that eliminates the need for the large 

amount of spare parts they used to have in the past. 

At the end of this year, new smartphones will have 3D scanning possibilities. You can then 3D scan your feet and 

print your perfect shoe at home. In China, they have already ‘3D printed’ a complete 6-storey office building, piece 

by piece. By 2027, 10% of everything that’s being produced will be 3D printed. 

Agriculture: There will be a $100 agricultural robot in the future. Farmers in third world countries can then 

become managers of their field instead of working all day on their fields. Aeroponics will need much less water. 

http://www.blackhawkpartners.com/water-new-gold/
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The first petri dish produced veal is now available and will be cheaper than cow produced veal in 2018. Right now, 

30% of all agricultural surface is used for cows. Imagine if we don’t need that space anymore. There are several 

startups which will bring insect protein to the market shortly. This contains more protein than meat. It will be 

labeled as ‘alternative protein source’ (because most people still reject the idea of eating insects). 

Education: The cheapest smartphones are already priced at $10 in Africa and Asia. Until 2020, 70% of all humans 

will own a smartphone. That means, everyone has the same access to world class education. 

Every child can use Khan Academy for everything a child learns at school in First World countries. This software is 

already in Indonesia and will be released in Arabic, Swahili, and Chinese this Summer, because of its enormous 

potential. The English app is free, so that children in Africa can become fluent in English within half a year. 

Future job opportunities: If you think of a niche into which you want to proceed, ask yourself: ‘In the future, do you 

think we will have that?’ and if the answer is ‘yes,’ how can you make that happen sooner? If it doesn’t work with 

your phone, forget the idea. And any idea designed for success in the 20th century is doomed to failure in the 21st 

century.  70-80% of jobs will disappear in the next 20 years. There will be a lot of new jobs, but it is not clear if there 

will be enough new jobs in such a short space of time. 

Welcome to the 4th Industrial Revolution. Welcome to the Exponential Age! 

(Author unknown) 

To use another analogy I heard recently in describing education of the future is, ‘If we know it takes 8 months for 

a rocket to travel to Mars, don’t shoot it to where it is today, shoot it to where it will be in 8 months’ time!’. 

Have a wonderful midterm break. 

Darrel Webb 
(Headmaster) 
 

 

SPORTS DEPARTMENT 
 
Why is it so important for girls to play sport? Obviously, we all understand the health benefits and as a sports 
teacher, I have a passion for sport and want to instil that in our girls. We also often refer to the life skills that can 
also be taught, either explicitly or implicitly, through sports participation. 
 
I recently came across an article titled: ‘Why you are an idiot if you’re not encouraging your daughter to play sports!’ 
It was written by an American, and thus cites many examples from that particular country, but the message is clear 
and it really provides some food for thought:  

 You will benefit from sports participation whether you perform at a high level or not, i.e. it 
doesn’t matter how good you are, as long as you play! 

 If you want to raise a confident daughter who can one day hold her own in a male-dominated 
environment like finance or technology, your daughter HAS to play sport: she will develop 
greater confidence and self-esteem and thus be able to compete in those fields. 

 90% of female CEOs, COOs, CMOs and CFOs in top American companies, played sport when 
they were younger. This doesn’t mean that you have to push your daughter to run a company, 
but it does mean that exposing her to sport will give her the confidence to WANT to run a 
company, if she so chooses. Studies in the U.S. have found that there is a direct link between 
playing sport as a young woman and earning a higher salary as an adult. Learning to own 
victory and survive defeats in sport is apparently good training for owning triumphs and 
surviving setbacks at work.  
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 Other research shows that girls who participate in sports are less likely to engage in various 
risk behaviours (e.g. drug taking), they have greater personal safety, perform better in school 
and have greater social and economic mobility.  

 
You can read the full article here: http://ilovetowatchyouplay.com/2016/02/29/why-you-are-an-idiot-if-youre-
not-encouraging-your-daughter-to-play-sports/ 
 
Please note that Inter-house netball will be played on Thursday, 14 July from 13:30-16:30. All girls from Grades 3-
7 will be expected to remain at school for the duration of the event.  
 
All girls must please wear a hat for all sports lessons, and bring their own water bottle. 
 
See the School Communicator under the Resources tab for sports notifications. 
 
Liz Ashmore 
(Director of Sport) 
LAshmore@stpeters.co.za 

 

 
FROM THE ST PETER’S FOUNDATION  
 
As new Foundation Manager, I found myself getting to know a new environment, programmes and people in a 

short space of time (and I am still learning). While getting to know the School and Foundation, my innovation-

hat had to be dusted-off, as I looked at how we could rethink some of our fundraising programmes and initiatives 

to create more partnership opportunities with mutually-beneficial cause and financial gain.  

 

Thus I have asked to become part of the newsletter on a bi-weekly basis to allow the St Peter’s family to learn 

and develop alongside me.  

In my very first article, I thought to tackle the meaning of the St Peter’s Foundation, before we delve into the 

work we do and our success stories.  

I assume most of you know the Foundation by now, which was born as an entity, a trust, in 1995. Today the 

Foundation is St Peter’s well-managed and governed vehicle to attract additional funding, gifts-in-kind and 

partnerships to ensure the long-term sustainability and longevity of St Peter’s Preparatory School and its 

community. Thus, the Foundation has specific projects for which it fundraises and I will begin to share our 

projects, successes and needs in future editions.  

For any enquiries please do not hesitate to contact me at kcoetzee@stpeters.co.za  

Karen Coetzee  

(Foundation Manager)  

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://ilovetowatchyouplay.com/2016/02/29/why-you-are-an-idiot-if-youre-not-encouraging-your-daughter-to-play-sports/
http://ilovetowatchyouplay.com/2016/02/29/why-you-are-an-idiot-if-youre-not-encouraging-your-daughter-to-play-sports/
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COMMUNICATOR ST PETER’S APP 
 

TOP TIP: once you have downloaded the Communicator St Peter’s onto your device, make sure you PERSONALISE, 
by DESELECTING ALL and then ticking the channels which you would like to receive. If you do not do this you will 
receive ALL information from Boys Prep, Girls Prep and College!  

Please make sure you tick either Boys Junior Prep General or Boys Senior Prep General and then tick Grades, Choirs 

various Sports and Age Groups etc. that you would like to receive information about. 

Jean Macleod 

(Marketer) 

 

 
SCHOOL SHOP 
 
THIRD/ADVENT TERM SUMMER UNIFORM 
 

Please can all parents use this half term to check if any summer uniform needs to be updated? We recommend 

that you use the remaining four weeks after half term to pop into the shop as it gets extremely busy the day before 

closing and on the morning school starts. Try not to leave it till the last minute as we often have queues waiting for 

up to half an hour just to make payment on those days.  

NEW SHOP OPENING HOURS 

For a trial period, we will be opening the shop half an hour earlier on a Monday and Friday morning. We are hoping 

that this will help those parents who are rushing off to work after drop off. Until further notice the School Shop’s 

new hours are as follows: 

 Monday - 06:30 to 09:00 

 Tuesday - 07:00 to 09:00 

 Wednesday - 07:00 to 16:00 

 Thursday - 07:00 to 09:00 

 Friday  - 06:30 till 09:00 
 

Nadia Thompson 

(School Shop Assistant) 

 

 

QUIZ 
 
The July 10th birthday celebration activity will take the form of an Inter-house Quiz about the history of our 
school.   The girls have each been given an information sheet with all the information they need to able to answer 
the questions.    
 
This activity is aimed at being a fun event, but the girls will need to familiarise themselves with the information on 
the document.  The quiz will take place on Tuesday, 12 July (as the 10 July is a Sunday!).    
 
Hope you all have a relaxed and happy Half-term break. 
 
Jenny Hugo (Librarian) 
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MANDELA DAY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mandela Day 2016: ‘it’s not about us and them, but all of us.’ 
 
Mr Mandela lived his life by three rules: free yourself, free others, and serve every day.  
This is the message that St Peter’s would like to embrace this year, and as part of our Mandela Day Drive, we 
appeal to all our families to donate their unwanted and unused items.  
We would like to support: 
 

 Touch Africa and our community schools: BOOKS and TOYS 

 Diepsloot Combined and Sefikeng Primary: SPORT KIT and TAKKIES 

 Our community: SECOND HAND CLOTHING   
 
We will be collecting from 11 to 22 July. Please bring in all your goods and place: 
 
SP Girls: Girls Reception and the JP Girls: Reception area 
 
We look forward to your support! 
The Mandela Day Team. 
 

 

CHAPEL COLLECTION: ‘FOUR PAWS’ UNTIL TERM END 
 

STOP CANNED LION HUNTING 

In South Africa there are many big cats waiting for appropriate accommodation. In order to help trophy hunters 
to a fast success, these lions are held in very small enclosures without any retreat possibilities, where they often 
vegetate until they are sold for hunts. Animal protectors across the whole world have been striving to put an end 
to this cruel canned hunting. Since these animals grow up with humans and are already accustomed to humans, 
they cannot be released into the wild. 

http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://benonicitytimes.co.za/183106/submit-67-minutes-mandela-day-pictures/&ei=Ic-HVcDPMoyv7AaXhIG4Bw&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFBOnOGgFLjNJ3QhL6hz8hzPaN5UQ&ust=1435050112178450
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Monica Sloane 

(St Peter’s Foundation and Community Partnership Coordinator) 

 

 

PA NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After extensive research in various countries FOUR PAWS 

decided to take over an already existing park in South Africa. In 

the centre of the area there is a prominent rock called “LIONS 

ROCK" after which the new big cats’ hideaway is named. It is 

on approximately 1,250 ha, close to the city of Bethlehem.  

Our chapel collection will be donated to the sanctuary. 

 

http://www.four-paws.org.za/files/International/Projects/Big_Cats/VP0171035.jpg
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MY SOUTH AFRICAN STORY – THURSDAY, 21 JULY 
 

The Transformation Committee invites you to an informal discussion forum where parents will have an 

opportunity to share personal stories about how growing up and living in South Africa has shaped us.  We hope 

that this will be the first of a series of regular dialogues.  Please join us for a warm bowl of soup and some good 

conversation: 

 

DATE:  Thursday, 21 July 

VENUE: Mvukuzane Pavilion 

TIME:  18:30 for 19:00 until 20:30 
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QUOTATION 
 
‘Rest and be thankful’ ~ William Wadsworth 
 

 
CALENDAR FOR TOMORROW & THE WEEK AFTER HALF-TERM 
 

 
                              

Friday 01/07/2016 ST PETER'S DAY

Friday 01/07/2016 09:00:00 11:00:00 Official Opening of Girls JP Chapel and Girls JP

Friday 01/07/2016 10:00:00 11:00:00 Eucharist Chapel

Friday 01/07/2016 11:00:00 11:00:00 MID TERM BREAK COMMENCES

Monday 11/07/2016 07:30:00 07:30:00 School Resumes

Monday 11/07/2016 14:00:00 15:00:00 Thinking Skills Meeting Council Chamber

Tuesday 12/07/2016 13:30:00 14:30:00 Netball Matches (Grade 7) vs Oratory Prep (UK) Home

Tuesday 12/07/2016 07:30:00 08:30:00 Building Committee Meeting

Wednesday 13/07/2016 REMINDER: COLLECTION FOR CHAPEL TOMORROW

Thursday 14/07/2016 14:00:00 16:30:00 Inter House Netball Matches

Friday 15/07/2016 13:00:00 19:00:00 Gr 7B & C Hockey Festival St Mary's

Friday 15/07/2016 13:00:00 19:00:00 Gr 6B & C Hockey Festival St Andrew's

Friday 15/07/2016 07:30:00 16:00:00 Investment in Excellence Council Chamber

Saturday 16/07/2016 07:30:00 16:00:00 Investment in Excellence Council Chamber

Saturday 16/07/2016 08:00:00 13:00:00 Gr 4 A,B, C & D Hockey Festival St Mary's

Saturday 16/07/2016 08:00:00 13:00:00 Gr 5 A, B & C Hockey Festival St Stithians

Panto Pandemonium is in full 

swing! Don’t miss this wonderful 

Grade 7 production. 

(A photo from backstage) 

Last night tonight! 


